
Dear Family and Friends,

We want to share an update on The 
Esther School and are excited to share 
how God is at work here. When the roof 
came off  the library back in February it 
seemed a devastating loss and a financial 
burden that was not fundraised for. As 
always the Lord went before us. My dad 
had just arrived for a long visit and was 
here to put his building skills to work. He 
helped with getting  a temporary roof  
back on the building so that school could 
resume. Thankfully the kids only missed 
two days of  school. The next weeks were 
spent reorganizing rooms to function as 
class rooms. We also were busy cleaning 
up all the bricks, wood, and roofing that 
was destroyed in the storm. We had to 
dry out the books that were wet and 
damaged from the storm. We are 
thankful to say that only seven of  the 
library books were ruined.  

The projects for the rest of  the year were 
finishing the grade 1-3 building. There 
was much to be done on the library 
building after the storm damage. Walls 
were removed and an administrator’s 
office added.  Repairs to the music/
homeschool room along with making a 

room to double as a teachers supply 
room and staff  prayer room. We began 
clearing the land for the new 
guesthouse in May as well. We found a 
great need for a guest house for years to 
come. We had five sets of  ES staff  
parents come visit over spring break this 
past year! It was great to have visits 
from such supportive parents who 
jumped and helped wherever they were 
needed. Thank you Lord for Godly 
parents who get their knees dirty and use 
their hands to love us and their voices 
and visits to encourage us.

This summer we spent time reflecting on 
what it is that God wants us to do here 
and how long will that all take. We 
talked to our kids about their home 
schooling. How Lacy liked going to 
school. We talked about what was 
difficult and what were some of  the best 
times. 

We have been blessed to see such 
goodness as we have spent the first year 
making relationships with the people 
here. As they learn we are a trustworthy 
face, relationships develop. We have 
learned it is not easy as our skin color 
sets us up for making people believe that 

we have things that they need and want. 
At times we are offended when we are 
asked for what we have in such a direct 
way. The word compassion has taken on 
a new meaning as our hearts do not 
desire to give them stuff, but the 
knowledge of  how to build, make, create 
and complete. We have learned much 
and have a better understanding of  
where these people are coming from. It 
has enlightened us on how to do life here 
among the beautiful people of  Zambia. 

In July our family went to a lodge for 
Seth’s 10th birthday. We were able to 
swim, ride horses, go on a safari, and pet 
cheetahs. This was a much needed 
family time while the ES staff  had 
returned to the states for the summer 
break.  

	 With Love, Kathy
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Stepping out in faith 
to serve the people of 

Zambia

Looking forward to seeing 
many of  you and sharing 

our stories when 
we are home 

December 23 - February 2!



Building Projects Update  - Brent

 	 Praises
• We are thankful for 

the opportunity to be 
here and that God has 
provided for us in so 
many ways! 

• We feel so supported 
by our family and 
friends.

• We are thankful for 
the staff  that serves 
with us.

• We are thankful that 
the students have the 
chance of  a better 
future.

Prayer Requests
• That God will 

continue to protect 
the school, staff, 
marriages, and our 
family.

• That we will continue 
to seek His will and 
wisdom daily.

As most of  the staff  left for their summer 
holiday, we had a pretty sizable job in front 
of  us. There is one thing that I have learned 
a long time ago working on schools is that 
the deadline never changes! We needed to 
get the walls of  the library plastered and 
painted. We needed to get the new trusses 
up. We salvaged  what we could of  the 
roofing sheets and replaced the rest. We put 
up a new ceiling up, new lights and electrical. 

I recall thinking back in February that this 
really wasn’t in my time line of  things to do 
but just like always when God lets us look 
back at his perfect plan it is amazing how 
everything falls right in line. For starters, 
Scott Hekstra and Nick Memmelaar had 
come for 3 weeks to serve. Great timing for 
there trip. They were able to see the school in 
action for a week. They were here to help on 
campus in the rebuilding and also helped 
around campus for two weeks. They were 
able to work along side our Zambian 
workers. They showed them how to set 
trusses and the importance of  bracing them. 
This helped the workers understand that 
even though the wood is smaller it is stronger 
when its all tied together. They also helped 
do other various projects, it was helpful to 
have their concrete skills working on the next 
buildings foundation. We were very thankful 
for there willingness and readiness to do what 
ever the next task was. 

We constantly fight against termites! We have 
found an alternative to the wood framing 
and the painted wood ceiling boards. It is a 
plastic tongue & grove and finished white (no 
painting needed) board that has a metal 
frame behind it. It was really neat to see the 

guys figure it out and get it installed. That is 
one of  the other great things about my job, 
these guys that we employ are building the 
best buildings in the area. What a joy it is for 
me to see the pride that they have in them 
and that they built them!  

Almost everything was ready for the new 
school year, except that we were waiting on 
chairs for Grade 3 along with  marker and 
bulletin boards for all of  the new classrooms. 
They were delivered Thursday night, 
installed Friday, ready for school to begin 
Monday. Now when I walk through the 
classrooms and library I see what God saw 
back in February, and the final product is so 
much more functional and will last a lot 
longer. What a gift He has given to us.

 The other project that we started 
this summer is the guest house. The ES staff  
has had a lot of  family and friends visit while 
they are here. It sometimes seems we are 
playing a game of  Tetris with beds! Dordt 
and Calvin colleges have both sent teams, we 
want to be able to continue this relationship 
for many years to come. As all of  the staff  
housing is filled, we need a place for our 
visitors, work teams and guests to stay.  The 
guest house has 2 couple bedrooms and 4 
large group bedrooms that will be able to 
easily accommodate about 20 people. It will 
also have a kitchen and large dinning room 
and my favorite, a screened porch looking 
west to the mountain-ish view. I can’t wait to 
look back on this project when it is finished 
and see more of  God’s plans. 

Thanks for keeping us in your thoughts and 
prayers!

Yes! I Want to Support The Miedema’s!

Because of  the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 Lamentations 3:22-23

If you would like to financially support our family in this journey please make 
checks payable to 

GEMS Girls’ Club and add the Miedema’s in the Memo Line. 
Please send to: 

GEMS Girls’ Club 1333 Alger St. SE Grand Rapids, MI  49507

Or to contribute online, go to the The Esther School Website
https://www.gemsgc.org/africa/giving_africa.php

Select - The Esther School/Staff in Zambia
Select - Administrators - The Miedema’s

Thank You! Your support means so much to us!

To Learn More About Our Adventure 
Our Blog - www.Miedemasinzambia.wordpress.com

Facebook - The Miedemas In Zambia    Email - bmiedema@sbcglobal.net   www.EstherSchool.org
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Alaina's Highlights

๏ Walking Cheetahs at Chaminuka 
Game Preserve

๏ Getting three new kitties for pets
๏ Having new classmates in our 

homeschool.  The new school 
headmaster has two daughters, 
Annaleigh who is 12 and Abby 
who is 9.  It is fun to have other 
North American kids on campus.

๏ Starting school this past week, I 
am in Grade 6, Miss Heather is 
my homeschool teacher.  My 
favorite subject is Language 
Arts.

๏ I love helping out in the 
classrooms for the Grades 
K-1-2-3

Differences

๏ I miss my family, friends and 
classmates in Michigan.  I 
especially miss holiday 
gatherings with family and 
friends.

๏ The food is different here, but it 
is very good.

๏ I get to pick bananas fresh from 
the tree, and they are so good!

๏ I have turkeys and chickens 
living in my front yard.  We are 
going to eat the turkey for 
Thanksgiving.  We get eggs 
fresh from our chickens, and we 
don't keep them in the 
refrigerator.

๏ It gets very hot here, about 100 
to 110 in Hot season, and when 
it gets to 75 we are so cold, we 
bundle up in lots of sweatshirts.  
Our home has no air 
conditioning or heat.  

๏ All our clothes are washed by 
hand by Auntie Violet.  They are 
all hung to dry, then they have to 
be stored in a sealed bin for 48 
hours before we can wear them 

to kill the titsi fly eggs that get 
laid in them while they are 
drying.  It is very hard to dry our 
clothes during rainy season.

๏ Most of the village people do not 
speak English, they speak their 
native dialect of Njanja.

Seth Highlight's

๏ Going on a Safari for my 
birthday, and being able to walk 
cheetahs.  We got to see  and 
feed the elephants, lots of 
different kind of deer, zebras and 
ostriches.

๏ Playing soccer with all the boys 
from the Esther School.

๏ Riding my bike down to the 
basketball court and seeing the 
most beautiful sunsets.

Differences

Almost all the people who live in 
our village don't speak English.  
English is taught to The Esther 
School students and they teach 
their parents.

Lacy's Highlights

๏ We went to Chaminuka Game 
Preserve and Ava and I were the 
youngest children ever to pet the 
cheetah.

๏ I learned how to ride my two 
wheel bike in Zambia, with no 
sidewalks or smooth roads.  I 
can do some major dirt biking 
now.

๏ I started school and am in Grade 
1.  I have Miss B and Miss 
Gertrude for my teachers.  We 
have a brand new classroom, it 
is very nice.  I am the only North 
American in Grade 1.

๏ My favorite part of school is Art.
๏ We have three new kitties, we 

hope they will help keep the 
snakes, rats and mice away.

Differences

๏ We have cows and goats that 
walk past our house and school 
everyday.  We have lots of 
chickens, some of them are free 
range and walk all around our 
house, sometimes they even try 
to come into our house.

๏ I have made many new friends 
in Zambia, but I still miss my 
North American friends.

๏ I sleep in a bug tent every night, 
because of all the mosquitoes 
and bugs that get into our house.

Ava's Highlights

๏ Loves playing with new friends.
๏ Like to see cheetahs
๏ Like to go pre-school and play 

with my new friends.
๏ Loves it when family comes to 

visit us.

Differences

๏ It is dark at supper time 
everyday and I can't play outside 
after supper.

Kid’s Corner
“How beautiful are the feet of  those who bring good news!”  Romans 10:15


